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“Reassessing Solitary Confinement:  The Human Rights, 

Fiscal and Public Safety Consequences” 

Senate Judiciary Committee 

Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights and Human Rights 

 

June 19, 2012 

 

Dear Chairman Durbin and Subcommittee Members: 

 

Mental Health Alternatives to Solitary Confinement (MHASC) is a 

coalition of more than sixty organizations and hundreds of concerned 

citizens, advocates, mental health and criminal justice professionals, 

formerly incarcerated individuals and their family members, working to 

end the cruel practice of placing persons with psychiatric disabilities in 

solitary confinement in New York State prisons. 

 

The coalition successfully advocated for the enactment of the Special 

Housing Unit (“SHU”) Exclusion Law, which restricts the placement of 

individuals with serious mental illness in disciplinary confinement.  

Although the law was enacted in 2008, it did not take effect until July 1, 

2011.  MHASC continues to advocate for full implementation of the 

SHU Exclusion Law, the end of the placement of persons with mental 

illness in SHU, and the creation of a therapeutic rather than disciplinary 

response to perceived rule violations due to mental health symptoms.  

 

Many MHASC members and supporters are submitting testimony 

regarding the implementation of the SHU Exclusion Law and the 

continued use of solitary confinement in New York, including the 

Correctional Association of New York, Disabilities Advocates, Inc., The 

Legal Aid Society, Prisoners’ Legal Services of New York, and the 

Urban Justice Center.  In addition, family members active in MHASC 

will be providing testimony.  To bring you the voices of those who have 

experienced solitary confinement personally, we are sharing excerpts 

from Stories from the SHU: Psychiatrically Disabled Inmates in Solitary 

Confinement in New York State. 

 

We commend you for convening this hearing and urge you to take action 

to end the placement of prisoners with mental illness in solitary 

confinement in the United States. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mental Health Alternatives to Solitary Confinement




















